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President’s  Message 


Wasn't  it  great  to  see  the  ANA  publication, 

THE  NUMISMATIST,  with  the  cover  story  about 
Boggs,  written  by  our  own  Past-President, 

Wayne  Homren!  And  the  article  also  gave  men- 
tion of  the  PAN  show  (the  story  being  simi- 
lar to  the  one  published  in  our  last  issue  of 
the  CLARION).  Nice  to  be  famous  nationally! 

Promotional  efforts  in  recent  months  have 
definitely  had  an  effect  on  the  hobby,  for 
interest  in  collector  coins  - and  attendance 
at  shows  - is  growing.  And  clubs  in  Pennsylvan- 
ia are  to  be  commended  for  putting  obsolete 
coins  into  circulation  during  National  Coin 
Week.  It  was  a golden  opportunity  to  alert 
the  public  about  our  hobby... and  worthy  to  be  repeated  next  year,  too. 

One  of  the  most  satisfying  experiences  in  numismatics  is  participat- 
ing in  a successful  coin  show  with  fellow  club  members.  The  ANA  is 
now  desiring  to  become  part  of  the  PAN  Convention  team  because  of  the 
interest  we  show  in  the  hobby  as  well  as  the  cadre  of  workers  in  the 
Pittsburgh  area.  ANA  will  undoubtedly  try  to  develop  an  alliance  with 
some  numismatic  club  in  the  Pittsburgh  area  — ours  or  another. 

The  reasons  for  ANA's  interest  are  two-fold.  One  is  to  provide  work 
for  some  ANA  staff  employees  between  the  two  yearly  ANA  Conventions. 
The  other  is  to  better  promote  the  hobby  and  "showcase"  ANA  activi- 
ties at  several  regional  shows  around  the  country.  They're  targeting 
areas  with  a rich  numismatic  heritage  and  an  ample  supply  of  workers . 

The  suggestion  of  a joint  ANA/PAN  Convention  was  tabled  at  our  March 
PAN  meeting,  pending  outcome  of  the  Atlantic  Rarities  Exposition,  at 
Baltimore's  Convnetion  Center  June  24-26.  This  is  the  first  such  ven- 
ture by  the  ANA.  Results  of  that  show  will  be  reviewed  at  the  next 
PAN  meeting  and  a recommendation  presented  to  our  membership  on  the 
fall  election  ballot.  Yes,  the  election  of  officers  is  coming  up. 

Your  response  to  the  call  for  auction  material,  by  the  RVP  Auction 
house,  is  needed  before  September.  Rather  than  the  abbreviated  auc- 
tion of  medals  and  tokens  held  at  recent  PAN  Conventions,  we're  hav- 
ing a full-blown  numismatic  auction.  Please  review  the  guidelines 
and  terms  of  the  auction,  published  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  It's 
an  excellent  opportunity  to  sell  some  of  your  material  in  a nationally- 
publicized  auction. 

The  suggestion  that  a new  membership  application  be  developed  was 
approved  at  our  March  meeting.  Present  plans  call  for  the  cover  to 
show  a collage  of  PA  coin  club  logos.  If  available,  please  send  us 
a drawing  of  your  club's  logo  — a line  drawing  (not  a photo),  as 
this  will  reproduce  best  when  the  application  is  printed. 

Between  now  and  our  next  publication  of  the  CLARION,  Indiana  State, 
ANA/Maryland  State  and  the  ANA  Convention  in  Detroit  will  be  history. 
Hopefully,  the  enthusiasm  of  recent  months  will  carry  on  into  the 
remainder  of  the  year.  Our  next  PAN  meeting  is  Sept.  17,  at  the 
Pittsburgh  ExpoMart  in  Monroevi  1 le , PA.  And,  of  course,  we'll  see  you 
at  our  Convention  at  that  location,  on  October  14,  15  and  16. 

John  R.  Eshbach 
Lancaster 
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SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  COIN  CONVENTION 


OCTOBER  14,  15,  16,  1994 


DEALER  SET-UP  THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  13  , 1994  4 PH  to  8PM 


The  PITTSBURGH  EXPOMART 
RT  22  Monroeville,  Pennsylvania 


EXCELLENT  location  for  coin  show  with  easy  access  by  car  from 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  New  fork,  Maryland  , West  Virginia . 

40  minutes  from  Pittsburgh  Airport  - Easy  off  Exit  6 PA  turnpike. 
Plenty  of  restaurants  , nite  life  eu  shopping.  fREE  PARKING  ! ! 


THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  13 

, 1994 

4 : 

00PM  to  8:00PM 

DEALER 

SET-UP 

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  14, 

1994 

8 : 

00AM  to  10:00AM 

DEALERS 

ONLY 

10 

: 00AM  to  7 : 00PM 

OPEN  TO 

PUBLIC 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  15 

, 1994 

9 : 

00AM  to  10:00AM 

DEALERS 

ONLY 

10 

: 00AM  t o 7 :00PM 

OPEN  TO 

PUBLIC 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  16, 

1994 

9 : 

00AM  to  10:00AM 

DEALERS 

ONLY 

10 

:00AM  to  4:00PM 

OPEN  TO 

PUBLIC 

Security  Begins  Thursday 

10/13 

4PM  Ends  Sunday  10/16  5PM 

***  EXCITING  AUCTION  PLAN  FOR  PAN  CONVENTION  *** 


The  outstanding  licensed  auction- 
eering firm,  R.  V.  Polito,  will  be 
holding  a coin  and  currency  auction 
the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  Oct.  15/ 
during  the  PAN  Convention  at  the 
ExpoMart  in  Monroeville,  PA. 

It  will  start  approx.  1:00  p.m. 

They'll  be  accepting  consignments 
for  the  auction  up  to  September  1. 

Due  to  it  being  a one-day  auction, 
the  number  of  lots  wi 11  be  1 imi ted . 
Consignors  are  asked  to  limit  their 
lots  to  10  or  20  maximum,  and  have 
a minimum  value  of  $50  per  lot. 


They'll  be  accepting  mail  bids  on 
this  sale,  to  maximize  national  ex- 
posure for  your  coins  and  currency. 
R.  V.  Polito  Auctions  maintains  a 
very  extensive  mailing  list  of  mail 
bid  buyers  nationally.  The  firm  will 
charge  a 15%  plat  rate,  with  no  buy- 
er's premium  - which  should  bring 
higher  prices  for  your  material.  Any 
questions?  Give  them  a call. 

R.  V.  Polito  Auctions,  Inc. 

P.0.  Box  464 

Mountville,  PA  17554-0464 

800-877-COIN 

717-299-5439  or  270-9046 

FAX  717-637-7660 


Collecting  U.S.  Encased  Postage  Stamps 

by  Wayne  K Homren 
Presented  to 

The  Western  Pennsylvania  Numismatic  Society 

March  1,  1994 

Copyright  (c)  1994 
All  Rights  Reserved 


This  paper  provides  an  overview  of  Encased  Postage  Stamps  manufactured  as  a substitute 
for  small  change  during  the  U.S.  Civil  War  For  more  information,  refer  to  The  Standard 
Catalogue  of  Encased  Postage  Stamps  by  Michael  J Hodder  and  Q David  Bowers  (Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  Wolfeboro,  NH,  1989) 

Historical  Background 

Throughout  history,  times  of  war  have  been  times  of  great  upheaval  and  change 
Hostilities  greatly  alter  local  and  national  economies  The  U.S.  Civil  War  brought  about  vast 
changes  in  the  circulating  money  of  the  nation.  Citizens  on  both  sides  of  the  conflict  began 
hoarding  gold  and  silver,  and  before  long  there  was  a severe  shortage  of  coins  in  circulation 
Commerce  began  to  suffer,  and  soon  the  population  resorted  to  all  manner  of  substitutes  for  small 
change. 


Some  grocers  took  to  filling  packets  with  25  cents  worth  of  flour,  to  be  given  in  change  in 
place  of  quarters  Other  merchants  and  individuals  began  printing  their  own  paper  money  in  small 
denominations  to  be  used  as  change.  These  promissory  "scrip"  notes  could  be  redeemed  only  by 
their  issuers.  Shoppers  found  themselves  with  pocketfuls  of  IOU's  at  the  end  of  the  day,  each 
good  only  at  the  place  of  issue 

Postage  stamps  were  also  pressed  into  service  While  these  had  a universal  value,  they 
also  had  a severe  drawback  once  soiled  by  circulation,  they  would  be  worthless  as  postage.  The 
adhesive  backing  posed  further  problems  Humidity  and  moisture  from  people's  hands  caused  the 
stamps  to  stick  to  whatever  surface  they  came  in  contact  with 

One  solution  was  to  place  stamps  inside  protective  envelopes,  with  the  value  written  on 
the  outside  of  the  envelope  Printers  and  merchants  eased  the  burden  by  producing  small 
envelopes  with  values  printed  on  the  outside.  While  the  envelopes  protected  the  stamps,  they  did 
not  protect  recipients  from  miscreants  who  would  place  stamp-size  squares  of  paper  in  the 
envelopes  and  pass  them  at  full  value. 
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John  Gault's  Invention 


An  entrepeneur  from  Boston  named  John  Gault  devised  a solution  to  this  dilemma  the 
encased  postage  stamp  Gault's  invention  provided  a way  to  protect  stamps  while  still  allowing 
them  to  be  seen  The  stamps  were  laid  on  a brass  disk  with  a small  piece  of  cardboard  backing 
between  Atop  the  stamp  was  placed  a disk  of  clear  mica  Finally,  a brass  frame  was  bent  around 
the  sandwich,  locking  the  components  together  About  the  size  of  a quarter,  Gault's  encasement 
allowed  stamps  to  circulate  without  fear  of  damage  or  fraud 

Gault  recieved  a patent  for  his  invention  on  August  12,  1862,  and  contracted  their 
production  to  the  Scovill  Manufacturing  Company  Since  encased  stamps  would  circulate  at  the 
face  value  of  the  stamp,  Gault  needed  a way  to  cover  the  cost  of  their  manufacture  (not  to 
mention  his  profit  margin)  His  solution  to  this  problem  was  as  American  as  apple  pie  he  sold 
advertising  on  the  back  of  the  stamp  case! 

Merchants  would  pay  Gault  a premuim  to  produce  encased  postage  stamps  with  their 
message  on  the  back  Eventually  3 1 merchants  (including  Gault  himself)  would  advertise  34 
different  products  on  his  encasements  Each  piece  carried  its  message  from  person  to  person  as  it 
changed  hands  in  the  marketplace  Gault's  advertisers  included  some  of  the  biggest  merchandisers 
of  the  day  Amazingly,  some  of  these  businesses  are  still  in  operation  today,  including  Lord  & 
Taylor  department  store  (New  York),  Shillito's  department  store  (Cincinnati),  and  Bailey,  Banks 
& Biddle  jewelers 

Eight  denominations  of  stamps  were  used  in  Gault's  encasements:  10,  30,  50,  100,  120, 
240,  300,  and  900  The  four  smallest  denominations  corresponded  to  circulating  coins  and  are 
the  most  common  The  larger  odd-value  denominations  were  used  only  for  postage  and  would 
have  been  more  difficult  to  use  in  circulation.  The  240,  300,  and  900  encasements  are  very  rare. 

Gault's  invention  served  a very  useful  purpose  in  its  time,  but  it  was  soon  made  obsolete  in 
the  Union  by  Postage  and  Fractional  Currency  These  notes  began  appearing  in  August  1862,  the 
same  month  as  Gault's  patent  As  the  new  notes  became  more  plentiful,  they  drove  from 
circulation  nearly  all  other  coin  substitutes,  including  Gault's  encased  postage  stamps 

The  Issuers 

Gault  Himself 

J.  Gault  Gault  issued  one  type  of  encasement  showing  only  the  name  J.  Gault  and  the 

patent  date  of  his  invention  These  were  undoubtably  samples  used  to  advertise  his  own 

product 

Kirkpatrick  & Gault  Later  Gault  moved  to  New  York  City  and  took  on  Joseph 

Kirkpatrick  as  a partner  The  team  of  Kirkpatrick  & Gault  issued  an  encasement  bearing  a 
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more  extensive  message  Applications  for  advertising  on  this  currency  to  be  addressed  to 
Kirkpatrick  & Gault,  No.  1 Park  Place,  N.  Y. 

The  Massachusetts  Merchants 

Since  Gault  was  living  in  Boston  in  1862,  it  seems  natural  that  many  of  the  earliest  issuers 
of  encased  postage  stamps  were  based  in  Massachusetts  The  largest  of  these  was  J.  C Ayer  & 
Co  of  Lowell,  MA  Ayer  manufactured  patent  medicines.  His  products  were  used  around  the 
world  Three  different  Ayer's  messages  graced  Gault's  encased  postage  stamps  Ayer's  pieces  are 
the  most  common  of  all  encased  postage  stamps 

James  C.  Ayer  and  Company  (Lowell,  MA) 

Ayer's  Cathartic  Pills  These  were  a digestive  remedy  packaged  in  small  boxes  wrapped 
in  ornate  paper 

Ayer's  Sarsaparilla  Ayer's  advertising  states  that  his  Sarsaparilla  is  "a  skillfully- 
prepared  combination  of  the  best  alternative  medicines,  classified  in  science  as  blood- 
purifiers."  There  are  three  major  varieties  of  this  encasement,  with  "Ayer's"  appearing  in 
small,  medium,  and  large  letters. 

Take  Ayer's  Pills  This  encasement  says  it  all 

Boston,  MA 

Joseph  L,  Bates  began  his  career  as  a maker  of  musical  instruments  in  1828  He 
expanded  to  include  umbrellas  and  combs  and  later  opened  a store  on  Washington  Street 
near  Faneuil  Hall  His  line  of  Fancy  Goods  eventually  included  ornate  frames  and  art 
objects  While  he  prospered  for  some  time,  he  suffered  greatly  in  the  Panic  of  1873,  and 
died  broke  in  1886 

Brown's  Bronchial  Troches  John  I Brown  was  an  apothecary  who  ran  a small 
drugstore  in  south  Boston  His  sideline  of  medical  products  made  him  a wealthy  man  His 
Bronchial  Troches  were  a throat  remedy  popular  with  singers,  actors,  and  public  speakers 

Burnett’s  Cooking  Extracts  Joseph  Burnett  founded  a perfume  and  extracts  business  in 
1837  at  the  age  of  17  He  was  a likable  and  popular  philanthopist,  who  died  tragically  in  a 
carriage  accident  in  1894 

Burnett's  Cocoaine  Kalliston  This  encasement  advertised  Burnett's  personal  care 
products  Cocoaine  was  a coconut  oil  based  hair  care  product,  and  Kalliston  was  a skin 
cream. 
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upport  for  the  hobby  from 

NUMISMATIC  N£WS 


TIMEiy  MEWS: 


NUMISMATIC  NEWS  prides  itself  on  breaking 
important  hobby  developments  first.  Our  produc- 
tion time  is  the  fastest  available,  so  you  know 
you're  getting  the  freshest  news  available.  Through 
channels  like  our  Washington  bureau,  valuable 
legislative  and  U.S.  Mint  activities  are  reported. 

Stimulating  weekly  features  and  timely  market 
analysis  disseminate  information  throughout  the 
hobby  and  keep  knowledge  and  interest  levels 
high. 

Norma  Brodmerkle  of  Barre,  MA  tells  us,  "I 
believe  that  NN  is  superior  to  all  others  for 
many  reasons  including  Coin  market,  which  is 
an  easy-to-use,  complete  and  accurate  listing." 

She  also  added, 

ttTm  , "NUMISMATIC  NEWS  is  always  the  first  to  report 

I happenings  and  discoveries  related  to  coins." 

NUMISMATIC  NEWS  offers  news  for  collectors 
as  reported  by  collectors.  It’s  the  kind  of  valu- 
able information  that  creates  an  environment  of 
exciting  activity. 

That’s  support  for  the  hobby  and  collectors 
nationwide! 


s - ; : : CSS.  ■ - 

iilitii;  i : 

tlHIifiLi-i- 

rnisrnatK 


iM  Lobbying  effort  opposed  - 


to replacing $1  banknote  - 

I 


ft. 


Some  MS-65J 

comment 
lake  Wr  Ml  I 


rod  of  the  Mhtr  dollar 


Be  sure  you  don’t  miss  a single  issue! 

1 /2-year  (26  issues)  of 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS  for  only  $9.95. 
Call  toll-free  1-800-258-0929  today! 
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FEATURING  COIN  MARKET  ■ B^P  VI  W 


700  E.  State  St.,  lola,  Wl  54990-0001 
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Hopkinton,  MA 


Arthur  Claflm  Born  in  Hopkinton  in  1836,  Arthur  M Claflin  first  sought  his  fortune  in 
Atchison,  Kansas,  where  he  opened  a general  store  Violence  between  pro-  and  anti- 
slavery settlers  led  him  to  return  to  his  hometown  This  time  he  started  the  clothing  store 
advertised  on  his  encasements  After  the  Civil  War  he  returned  to  Kansas  to  marry  the 
sweetheart  he  left  behind 


The  New  York  Merchants 

There  were  seven  issuers  of  Encased  Postage  in  New  York  City: 

Aerated  Bread  Co.  Invented  by  Stephen  Ambler  of  Brooklyn,  Aerated  Bread  was 
produced  by  a process  involving  carbonated  gas  instead  of  yeast  It  was  popular  at  first  as 
a novelty  item,  but  the  business  failed  by  1864. 

Dougan  the  Hatter  Dougan's  business  was  located  in  the  Wall  Street  area  of  the  city 
His  encasement  is  the  only  one  to  feature  a picture  of  the  advertised  product  - a hat. 

Drake's  Plantation  Bitters  Patrick  H.  Drake's  concoction  featured  100  proof  rum  as  its 
main  ingredient  It  was  a popular  product  at  a time  when  alcohol  was  taxed  but 
"medicines"  were  not  His  cryptic  slogan  "S.T.1860  X"  appeared  on  all  Bitters  bottles  and 
advertising,  prompting  much  speculation  and  free  publicity. 

Hunt  & Nash  (Irving  House)  Located  at  Broadway  and  12th  Street  (near  Union 
Square),  Irving  House  was  a fashionable  hotel  in  its  day.  Their  encasements  promoted  the 
hotel's  European  Plan , where  rooms  were  charged  at  a flat  rate  with  additional  services 
available  for  a fee 

Lord  & Taylor  In  partnership  with  his  wife's  uncle  John  Taylor,  English  immigrant 
Samuel  Lord  began  a dry  goods  business  in  New  York's  Greenwich  Village  in  1830  Lord 
& Taylor  expanded  into  America's  first  Department  Store,  opening  in  1853.  By  1862  their 
business  operated  in  three  locations  The  flagship  store  on  Broadway  was  damaged  in  the 
1863  draft  riots 

Mendum's  Family  Wine  Emporium  George  Mendum's  establishment  at  Broadway 
and  Cedar  was  a combination  saloon  and  delicatessen  It  became  a tourist  attraction 
during  the  Civil  War 

North  America  Life  Insurance  Co  Nathan  Morgan  was  the  first  actuary  for  the 
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newly-formed  Manhattan  Life  Insurance  Company  in  1851  He  made  history  of  sorts  by 
writing  the  first  group  insurance  policy  1854  (covering  a group  of  700  Chinese  laborers 
working  on  the  Panama  Canal)  In  1862  he  founded  his  own  firm,  North  America  Life 
Insurance  Co  The  firm  prospered  during  the  Civil  War,  but  failed  in  the  Panic  of  1873 

S.  Steinfeld  Simon  Steinfeld's  store  was  at  70  Nassau  Strret,  near  Dougan  the  Hatter  (at 
102  Nassau)  He  sold  French  Cognac  Bitters,  another  high-alcohol  content  patent 
medicine 

White  the  Hatter  George  White's  business  was  located  at  216  Broadway,  the  same 
building  as  P T.  Barnum's  famous  American  Museum  During  1863  he  issued  civil  war 
store  cards.  A Confederate  sympathizer  set  fire  to  the  building  on  Thanksgiving  Day 
1864,  greatly  damaging  White's  stock 

The  Philadephia  Merchants 

J.  Bailey  & Co.  Founded  in  1 832,  J Bailey  & Co  was  America's  largest  jewelry  firm  by 
1862  Their  address  at  819  Chestnut  street  is  misspelled  "Chesnut"  on  their  encasement 
The  firm  is  still  in  business  today  as  Bailey,  Banks,  & Biddle. 

G.  G.  Evans  George  G.  Evans  was  a successful  and  diversified  entrepeneur  His  primary 
business  was  selling  books,  and  he  evantually  opened  stores  in  New  York  and  Boston  He 
sold  California  Wines  as  well,  and  this  product  is  advertised  on  his  encasements  Evans 
was  the  publisher  of  the  Illustrated  History  of  the  United  States  Mint,  published  in  various 
editions  from  1885  to  1901 . Evans  encasements  are  slightly  different  from  the  others,  and 
do  not  bear  Gault's  patent  notice 

N & G Taylor  & Co.  In  business  since  1810,  the  N & G Taylor  company 
manufactured  and  sold  a wide  variety  of  metal  products,  including  tin  plate,  sheet  iron  and 
copper,  machine  tools,  cans,  and  utensils 

The  Midwest  Merchants 

Chicago,  IL 

Gage  Brother  & Drake  (Tremont  House)  This  lavishly  appointed  hotel  was  built  in 
1850  and  acquired  three  years  later  by  brothers  David  and  George  Gage.  In  1855  John  B 
Drake  bought  a 25%  interest  in  the  hotel.  George  Gage  was  a friend  of  fellow  Republican 
Abraham  Lincoln.  He  sold  his  interest  in  the  hotel  to  Drake  and  was  later  elected  to  the 
Illinois  state  legislature  The  building  was  destroyed  in  the  great  Chicago  Fire  in  1871 . It 
was  rebuilt  by  a new  owner  in  1873. 
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CURRENCY  CLUB  OF  CHESTER  COUNTY 
INTRODUCES  OFFICERS  FOR  1994 


The  Currency  Club  of  Chester 
County  has  announced  its  offi- 
cers for  1994.  The  President 
is  Steve  Dopirak;  Vice-President 
Tom  Rowell;  Treasurer  is  Al 
Burke;  Secretary  is  Joyce  Ann 
Aspen;  Corresponding  Secretary 
is  Nelson  Aspen;  and  Directors 
elected  for  1994  include  Joe 
DeMeo,  Bill  Quain,  and  Paul 
Cannoe . 

History 

The  Currency  Club  of  Chester 
County  was  originally  organized 
in  the  fall  of  1971.  Visitors 
are  always  welcome. 


The  club  meets  the  third  Thurs- 
day of  every  month  at  7:30  p.m. 
in  the  Commonwealth  Federal  Sav- 
ings Bank,  located  at  High  and 
Market  Streets,  in  West  Chester, 
Pennsylvania . 

■Repeaters" 

Several  of  the  current  officers 
have  served  in  similar  capaci- 
ties in  past  years.  Joe  DeMeo, 
Bill  Quain  and  Nelson  Aspen  have 
all  been  club  President  in  the 
past.  Al  Burke  has  performed  as 
their  Treasurer  for  20  years. 

And  Joyce  Ann  Aspen  has  been  Sec- 
retary for  23  years! 


Current  officers  of  C.C.C.C.  are,  from  left  to  right 
(standing):  Al  Burke,  Treasurer;  Steve  Dopirak,  Pres- 
ident; Joe  DeMeo,  Director;  Joyce  Ann  Aspen,  Secretary; 
Bill  Quain,  Director;  (seated)  Paul  Cannoe,  Director; 
Tom  Rowell,  Vice-President;  and  Nelson  Aspen,  Corres- 
ponding Secretary.  As  noted  above,  several  of  these 
1994  officers  have  served  as  "repeaters"  in  the  past. 


John  W.  Norris  The  son  of  a lawyer,  Norris  opened  his  newspaper  dealership  in  1 860 
He  sold  books,  magazines,  and  later  expanded  to  include  stationary,  diaries,  and 
songbooks 

Peoria,  1L 

B F.  Miles  Benjamin  Franklin  Miles  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  studied  medicine,  and 
became  a doctor  In  1 853  he  moved  to  Peoria  to  join  a local  drug  firm  Soon  he 
established  his  own  business,  selling  drugs,  paints,  oil,  and  glassware  The  Miles 
encasement  is  the  rarest  in  the  series  Only  seven  examples  are  believed  to  exist  today 

Evansville,  IN 

H.A.  Cook  Cook  moved  with  his  family  from  New  York  City  to  Evansville  shortly 
before  the  Civil  War  His  father  opened  a grocery  business  which  the  younger  Cook  later 
expanded  into  a general  store 

Schapker  & Bussing  Bernard  Schapker  and  John  Bussing  were  two  German 
immigrants  who  formed  a partnership  in  1860  Their  dry  goods  business  continued  until 
the  Panic  of  1873  forced  them  to  close 

Detroit,  MI 

Frederick  Buhl  A second-generation  German  immigrant,  Buhl  formed  a partnership 
with  his  brother  in  1833,  buying  the  business  of  a deceased  Detroit  hatter.  His  brother  left 
the  business  and  1855  Buhl  was  a very  successful  businessman  and  also  served  as  Mayor 
of  Detroit  His  business  was  still  in  operation  in  1900 

Cincinnati,  OH 

L C.  Hopkins  Lewis  C.  Hopkins  entered  the  dry  goods  business  as  a delivery  boy  at  the 
age  of  16.  He  married  his  boss'  daughter  and  became  a partner  in  the  business.  By  1861 
he  was  the  sole  proprietor.  He  prospered  during  the  Civil  War  by  supplying  the  Union 
Army  with  uniforms  and  other  goods 

Ellis,  McAlpin  & Co,  John  W.  Ellis  and  George  Washington  McAlpin  operated  a 
wholesale  dry  goods  business,  selling  merchandise  to  Midwestern  and  Southern 
distributors. 

Pearce,  Tolle  & Holton  This  partnership,  formed  in  1 860,  was  also  a wholesale  dry 
goods  distributor,  shipping  merchandise  down  the  Mississippi  river. 


-13- 


John  Shillito  & Co.  This  dry  goods  store,  founded  in  1830,  "The  Oldest  Store  West  of 
the  Alleghenies"  remained  in  the  family  until  1928  and  is  still  in  operation  today 

Milwaukee,  WI 

Sands'  Ale  Josiah  J Sands  was  a Chicago  brewer  who  developed  a process  for  giving 
greater  shelf  life  to  his  ale  This  allowed  him  to  expand  his  business  to  a larger 
geographical  area  In  1859  he  purchased  a Milwaukee  brewery  and  operated  it 
successfully  throughout  the  Civil  War  It  was  sold  in  1867  Sands'  Ale  encasements  are 
the  second  rarest  in  the  series  - only  eight  specimens  are  known 

The  Canadian  Issuer 

Weir  & Larmime  William  Weir  and  G.H  Larminie  were  bankers  and  bullion  dealers  in 
Montreal,  Canada  Bank  auditors  discovered  several  dubious  loans  authorized  by  Weir 
He  was  indicted,  tried,  and  convicted  of  fraud  He  died  after  being  released  from  prison 


Rarity 

All  encased  postage  is  rare  today.  Many  were  destroyed  shortly  after  issue  by  people 
seeking  to  use  the  stamps  for  postage.  The  surviving  pieces  were  saved  as  souvenirs,  eventually 
ending  up  in  the  hands  of  collectors. 

Robert  Kincaid  of  Hastings,  Nebraska  compiled  extensive  charts  listing  pieces  from  all 
major  collections  and  auctions  These  charts  were  the  basis  for  the  rarity  estimates  in  the  Hodder- 
Bowers  book 

The  following  table  summarizes  Kincaid's  results  Be  aware  that  rating  rarity  is  not  an 
exact  science  While  it  is  possible  to  get  detailed  counts  on  pieces  impounded  in  well  known 
collections,  it  is  much  more  difficult  to  extract  meaningful  counts  from  auction  appearances  It  is 
often  impossible  to  tell  if  an  item  listed  in  different  auctions  implies  the  existence  of  several 
different  pieces,  or  is  only  the  reappearance  of  the  same  individual  specimen.  These  numbers  are 
only  a general  guide  Where  Kincaid  lists  a small  number  of  appearances  (fewer  than  20)  the 
table  contains  his  exact  count.  For  higher  populations  the  numbers  are  round  figures.  For 
example,  Kincaid  concluded  that  "over  300"  30  Ayer's  Sarsaparilla  pieces  exist  The  approximate 
number  "300"  appears  in  the  table. 

Kincaid's  efforts  have  been  continued  by  Fred  Reed  Reed's  records  currently  list  about 
8,000  appearances  of  encased  postage  stamps.  However,  I have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Reed  that 
the  proportion  of  each  type  is  similar  in  both  lists.  Thus  the  relative  rarities  of  pieces  as  shown  by 
Kincaid's  results  are  still  fairly  accurate 


-14- 


The  items  shaded  in  the  table  represent  pieces  in  the  author's  collection,  these  are  on 
exhibit  tonight 

Encased  Postage  Stamp  Rarity  Table 


Type/Denomination 

1 

3 

x:>x:x 

5 

10 

12 

24 

30 

90 

Total 

Aerated  Bread 

: ■ 

15 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16 

Ayer's  Cathartic  Pills 

50 

200 

20 

17 

5 

1 

2 

0 

295 

Take  Ayer’s  Pills 

50 

150 

10 

20 

10 

0 

1 

1 

242 

Ayer’s  Sarsaparilla 

190 

300 

23 

33 

10 

3 

2 

1 

562 

Bailey 

10 

10 

10 

10 

1 

0 

0 

0 

41 

Bates 

50 

5 

5 

8 

3 

1 

0 

1 

73 

Brown's  Bronchial  Troches 

5 

20 

40 

20 

3 

0 

0 

0 

88 

Buhl 

10 

1 

10 

10 

1 

1 

0 

0 

33 

Burnett's  Cocoaine  Kalliston 

20 

10 

15 

30 

10 

1 

1 

2 

89 

■ •.yvXyXv.'X  ’■  -•  ' ■■  •-  XvX  -•  • XX  vXyX.  XX. •. XX  Xy.ylyX-XvXv 

Burnett's  Cooking  Extracts 

20 

20 

40 

30 

10 

1 

1 

1 

123 

Claflin 

5 

1 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

12 

Cook 

0 

0 

10 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25 

Dougan 

15 

10 

5 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

32 

Drake's  Plantation  Bitters 

150 

100 

30 

30 

10 

3 

2 

3 

328 

Ellis,  McAlpin 

1 

3 

3 

6 

3 

10 

0 

0 

26 

Evans 

15 

10 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

28 

Gage  Brothers 
(Tremont  House) 

10 

8 

30 

20 

2 

0 

0 

0 

70 

Gault 

10 

15 

90 

165 

30 

30 

20 

10 

370 

Hopkins 

1 

10 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

Hunt  & Nash  (Irving  House) 

3 

10 

40 

25 

10 

3 

2 

0 

93 

Kirkpatrick  & Gault 

5 

10 

50 

30 

10 

20 

20 

10 

155 

Lord  & Taylor 

5 

15 

10 

30 

10 

3 

2 

2 

77 
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Type/Denomination 

1 

3 

5 

10 

12 

I 

24 

30 

| 90 

Total 

Mendum 

40 

1 

20 

10 

10 

0 

0 

0 

81 

Miles 

1 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Norris 

10 

2 

3 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20 

North  America  Life  Ins. 

70 

30 

3 

12 

3 

0 

0 

0 

118 

Pearce,  Tolle,  & Holton 

1 

6 

6 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

16 

Sands*  Ale 

0 

0 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Schapker  & Bussing 

2 

30 

30 

20 

1 

0 

0 

0 

83 

Shillito 

5 

15 

50 

10 

1 

0 

0 

0 

81 

Steinfeld 

15 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

18 

N & G Taylor 

6 

4 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

15 

Weir  & Larminie 

5 

2 

1 

30 

0 

0 

0 

0 

38 

White 

10 

5 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19 

TOTAL 

805 

1003 

580 

600 

147 

78 

53 

31 

3297 

Collecting  Encased  Postage  by  Denomination 

There  are  several  ways  to  collect  encased  postage  stamps.  Stamp  collectors  may  desire 
one  example  of  each  of  the  eight  denominations.  The  following  table  summarizes  rarity  by 
denomination.  Note  that  the  four  smallest  denominations  account  for  over  90%  of  all  encased 
postage  stamps 


Denomina 

tion 

• . 

Estimated 

number 

Percentage 

10 

805 

24  42% 

90.63% 

30 

1003 

30.42% 

50 

580 

17.59% 

100 

600 

18.20% 
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KERRY  WETTERSTROM  NAMED  TOP 
NUMISMATIST  IN  CENTRAL  PENNSYLVANIA 


At  its  annual  banquet  in  April/  the 
Central  Pennsylvania  Numismatic 
Association  named  Kerry  K.  Wetter- 
strom  of  Lancaster  the  1994  "Top 
Numismatist  in  Central  Pa." 

The  banquet  was  held  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  club's  annual  two- 
day  show,  held  at  Lancaster's  Farm 
and  Home  Center.  Wetterstrom  was 
nominated  by  Red  Rose  Coin  Club. 

Runners-up  for  the  award  were  Mar- 
garet Johnson,  representing  the 
Hanover  Numismatic  Society,  and 
Joe  Raudensky,  nominated  by  the 
Harrisburg  Coin  Club.  Both  were 
also  well  qualified  for  the  award, 
according  to  Dick  Duncan,  Awards 
Chairman . 

The  Award 

The  award  is  a large  traveling 
trophy  (shown  in  photo  at  right ) , 
which  is  held  by  the  winner  for 
12  months.  It  shows  all  of  the 
winner  names  since  the  award  was 
first  presented  (by  the  Harrisburg 
Coin  Club)  in  1966.  The  winner 
also  receives  a plaque,  which  he 
or  she  keeps.  The  award,  named 
for  James  Wagner,  well-known  area 
numismatist  and  a former  president 
of  the  Harrisburg  club,  was  init- 
iated by  that  club  after  his  death. 

In  1987,  the  Harrisburg  Coin  Club 
asked  for  financial  help  in  fund- 
ing the  award.  In  1988,  C.P.N.A. 
came  to  the  rescue,  and  since  then, 
it's  been  presented  at  the  annual 
C.P.N.A.  banquet. 

Very  Active 

Kerry  Wetterstrom  is  active  in 
many  clubs,  from  local  to  regional 
to  national  — including  the  Pa. 
Association  of  Numismatists,  F.U.N., 
A.N.S.  and  the  A^N.A.  He's  even  a 
Fellow  of  England's  Royal  Numis- 
matic Society  and  the  Swiss  Num- 
ismatic Society.  He's  been  a Board 
Member  and  Chair  of  the  Program  and 
Educational  Committee  of  Red  Rose 


Kerry  Wetterstrom  (left)  accepts  the 
1994  Wagner  Award  as  "Top  Numismatist " 
from  C.P.N.A.  President  Jerry  Kochel. 


Coin  Club.  He  is  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary of  P.A.N. 

He  has  had  articles  on  ancient  coins 
published  in  the  Classical  Numisma- 
tic Review  and  in  PAN's  CLARION  mag- 
azine. He  was  Editor  of  "Parthian 
Coins  and  History,"  a recently-pub- 
lished book  by  Fred  Shore.  He  has 
been  an  exhibitor  at  several  shows 
on  the  local  and  state  level. 

A.N.A.  Connection 

Wetterstrom  was  Co-Instructor  of  an 
A.N.A.  Seminar  on  Ancient  Coinage, 
held  in  March,  1994  in  Seattle,  Wash- 
ington. He's  scheduled  for  another 
A.N.A.  Seminar  later  this  year.  He 
has  also  been  a speaker  on  many  sub- 
jects at  local,  state  and  regional 
club  meetings. 

C.P.N.A.  President  Gerald  Kochel, 
after  presenting  the  Wagner  Award, 
reported  that  the  club's  1994  show 
was  very  successful  - with  over  40 
dealers  from  several  states,  and 
featuring  many  fine  educational  ex- 
hibits. The  Best-of-Show  exhibit 
showed  Olympic  Coins  , by  John  Eshbach. 
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Denomination 

Estimated 

number 

Percentage 

120 

147 

4.46% 

9.37% 

240 

78 

2.37% 

300 

53 

1.61% 

900 

31 

0.94% 

Total 

3297 

100.00% 

100.00% 

Collecting  Encased  Postage  by  Merchant 


The  most  popular  way  to  collect  encased  postage  stamps  is  by  merchant  Several 
merchant  issues  are  extremely  rare,  and  completing  a set  is  a very  difficult  goal.  The  following 
table  orders  the  merchants  by  overall  rarity 


Rank 

Merchant/Type 

Estimated 

Number 

Rarity 

Group 

1 

Miles 

7 

Very  Rare 

2 

Sands  Ale 

8 

3 

Claflin 

12 

4 

N&G  Taylor 

15 

Rare 

5 

Hopkins 

15 

6 

Aerated  Bread 

16 

7 

Peirce,  Tolle,  & Holton 

16 

8 

Steinfeld 

18 

9 

White  the  Hatter 

19 

10 

Norris 

20 

11 

Cook 

25 

Very  Scarce 

12 

Ellis,  McAlpin  & Co 

26 

13 

Evans 

28 
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Rank 

Merchant/Type 

Estimated 

Rarity 

Number 

Group 

14 

Dougan  the  Hatter 

32 

15 

Buhl 

33 

16 

Weir  & Larminie 

38 

17 

JBaile^ 

41 

18 

Gage  Brothers  (Tremont) 

70 

Scarce 

19 

Bates 

73 

20 

Lord  & Taylor 

77 

21 

Shillito 

81 

22 

Mendum 

81 

23 

Schapker  & Bussing 

83 

24 

Brown 

88 

25 

Burnett's  Cocoaine  Kalliston 

89 

26 

Hunt  & Nash  (Irving  House) 

93 

27 

North  America  Life  Insurance 

118 

28 

Burnett's  Cookina  Extracts 

123 

29 

Kirkpatrick  & Gault 

155 

Common 

30 

Take  Ayer's  Pills 

242 

31 

Ayer’s  Cathartic  Pills 

295 

32 

Drake's  Plantation  Bitters 

328 

33 

Gault 

370 

34 

Ayer's  Sarsaparilla 

562 

Collecting  by  Geographic  Region 

Another  way  to  look  at  the  series  is  by  geographic  region  For  example,  collectors  of 
New  York  tokens  might  want  to  include  encased  postage  stamps  by  New  York  issuers  in  their 
collections.  The  following  table  outlines  the  regions  by  rarity  and  issuers.  Note  that  the  three 
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largest  regions  (Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  Ohio)  account  for  68%  of  the  types  and  nearly 
90%  of  all  individual  pieces. 


Location 

Rarity 

Issuers 

# Pieces 

Percent 

# Types 

Percent 

Massachusetts 

1854 

56.23% 

89.00% 

9 

26.47% 

68.00% 

New  York 

937 

28  42% 

10 

29.41% 

Ohio 

138 

4.19% 

4 

11.76% 

Indiana 

108 

3.28% 

11.00% 

2 

5.88% 

32.00% 

Illinois 

97 

2.94% 

3 

8.82% 

Pennsylvania 

84 

2.55% 

3 

8.82% 

Canada 

38 

1 1 5% 

1 

2.94% 

Michigan 

33 

1 00% 

1 

2.94% 

Wisconsin 

8 

0.24% 

1 

2.94% 

Total 

3297 

100.00% 

34 

100.00% 
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WE  MISS  YOU,  JACK! 

Jack  Rosenbluth,  an  active  numismatist  in  York,  PA,  in  the 
Central  PA  Numismatic  Association  and  in  PAN,  passed  away 
in  March,  1994-  He  was  outstanding  as  a producer  of  elong- 
ated cents.  His  name  still  appears  on  the  PAN  masthead 
(page  3)  as  Vice-President  for  the  South  Central  Region  of 
PAN.  Jack  Rosenbluth  was  also  a good  friend.  We  miss  you! 
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COIN  BOOKS 
WANTED 


\ 

A 


J 


Buying  books,  periodicals, 
or  catalogs  on  coins,  medals, 
tokens,  paper  money, 
counterfeiting,  or  bank 
history. 


WILL  PURCHASE  ENTIRE  LIBRARIES 


Wayne  K.  Homren 
Rebellion  Numismatics 
1810  Antietam  Street 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15206 
(412)  361-2722 


A MESSAGE  FOR  Y-O-U 

Yes,  this  a plea  for  volunteers  — 
but  for  an  enjoyable  task:  The  PAN 
Convention . 

We  need  more  help  in  setting  up  the 
tables  (placing  showcases  and  lights) 
...directing  dealers  to  their  tables 
at  set-up  t ime ...  running  errands/ 
and  so  forth. 

Such  tasks  are  very  important  to  the 
success  of  our  show  — or/  rather 
making  it  more  successful  (as  they 
have  been  good  ones/  so  far). 

You  don't  have  to  be  there  all  the 
time/  throughout  the  show  — but 
just  an  hour  or  two  of  your  help 
would  be  great!  (The  set-up  day  of 
Thursday/  October  13  — between  the 
hours  of  1:00  p.m.  and  8:00  p.m.  is 
is  the  most-needed  time.) 

Thanks  in  advance  for  your  help! 
Please  contact  Kathy  Sarosi  (1-800- 
334-1163)  directly/  so  she  will  be 
able  to  know  how  many  able  folks 
she  can  count  on. 

And ... thanks  again ! 


Richard  E.  Cross 

215-285-2757 


Life  Member 
PAM  SCC 


Member 

ANA. E AC 
WVCC 


CROSS  COIN  COMPANY 

P.O.  BOX  548  / FOGELSVILLE,  PA  18051 
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30TH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  a TRIBUTE  TO  JOHN  F.  KENNEDY 
THE  KENNEDY  HALF  DOLLAR 

by  Thomas  A.  Kostaluk 


John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy,  35th  Pres- 
ident of  the  U.S.A.,  was  born  May 
29,  1917,  in  Brookline,  Mass. 


Kennedy  was  of  Irish  ancestry  on 
both  sides  of  his  family.  He  served 
in  the  U.S.  Navy  throughout  World 
War  II.  He  was  elected  a Repre- 
sentative to  Congress  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  in  1946  from  the 
Eleventh  District,  and  reelected 
in  1948  and  1950.  He  was  elected 
Senator  in  1952,  after  a vigorous 
campaign.  In  1960,  he  was  the  Dem- 
ocratic nominee  for  President, 
running  against  Richard  Nixon,  who 
had  Lodge  as  his  running  mate. 

Kennedy  was  elected  President  on 
November  19,  1961.  At  forty-three 
he  was  the  youngest  man  ever  chos- 
en for  the  White  House,  the  rich- 
est, and  the  first  Roman  Catholic 
President  of  the  United  States. 

In  Dallas,  Texas,  on  November  22, 
1963,  he  was  assassinated.  John 
Kennedy  was  President  for  just 
1,000  days. 


The  Coin  Honoring  Him 
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It  gained  immediate  popularity. 
More  Kennedy  Half  Dollars  were 
produced  during  its  first  eight 
years  of  production  than  the  tot- 
al combined  production  of  Half 
Dollars  in  the  previous  170  years. 


Gilroy  Roberts  modelled  the  obverse, 
and  the  reverse  was  done  by  Frank 
Gasparro . 

The  1776-1976  Half  Dollar  celebrat- 
ed the  American  Bicentennial,  with 
a design  showing  Philadelphia's  In- 
dependence Hall  , by  Seth  Huntington. 

The  three  metal  varieties  of  the 
Kennedy  Half  Dollar: 

.900  Fine  Silver  for  the  1964  coin; 

Silver-Clad  on  a Copper  Core  for 
the  1965  to  1970  issues  (these  are 
.210  Clad  Silver);  and 


After  he  was  assassinated  in  Nov- 
ember, 1963,  President  Lyndon  John- 
son asked  Congress  to  authorize 
the  striking  of  a commemorative 
50-cent  coin.  Two  Mint  Engravers 
collaborated  to  design  the  coin 
in  record  time.  Chief  Engraver 


Copper  Nickel  on  a Copper  Core  for 

1971  to  the  present. 

*********** 

Author  Thomas  Kostaluk,  a resident 
of  London,  Ontario  is  active  in  the 
Canadian  Numismatic  Assn,  and  sev- 
eral Canadian  and  U.S.  coin  clubs. 
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THE  SAGA  OF  ELIZABETH  WILSON 


by  Nelson  Page  Aspen,  Sr. 


In  pursuing  the  history  of  coins  and  paper  money  — or  whatever  the  hobby 
— sometimes  the  "hunt"  itself  becomes  the  most  fascinating  aspect  to  the 
"hunter."  This  true  story,  touching  on  famous  times  and  well-known  pat- 
riots in  Colonial  America,  is  not  a numismatic  tale  — yet  the  facts  become 
compelling  to  the  reader,  and  they  have  a truly  vital  significance  for  the 
author... as  revealed  at  the  conclusion  of  this  saga. 


A story  from  Chester  County's  eight- 
eenth century  annals  is  the  brief 
and  tragic  life  of  Elizabeth  Wilson 
and  her  brother,  William. 

Passed  down  by  word-of-mouth  for 
generations,  it  was  often  embroi- 
dered in  the  telling.  There  does 
exist  a written  account  by  Henry  G. 
Ashmead,  written  in  1884,  albeit 
written  one  hundred  years  after  the 
events,  and  admittedly  there's  some 
confusion  between  fact  and  fiction. 

Attempts  to  investigate  and  research 
the  court  records  resulted  in  a de- 
termination that  they  had  been  lost 
through  the  turmoil  of  relocating 
the  County  seat  to  Turks  Head  and 
the  later  division  of  the  County  in- 
to Chester  and  Delaware  Counties. 

Based  mainly  on  the  story  as  it  ap- 
peared in  1884,  the  tale  begins  with 
the  births  of  Elizabeth  and  William, 
born  about  1760.  They  were  the  child- 
ren of  a Tory  farmer  named  Wilson, 
in  East  Bradford  Township.  It  was 
not  unusual  for  the  neighbors  in 
that  area  to  be  split  into  extremely 
opposite  political  feelings.  The 
Wilsons'  nearest  neighbors  were  the 
Crowley  family,  who  held  strong  feel- 
ings for  independence.  Two  of  their 
sons,  Miles  and  Lawrence,  enlisted 
with  the  Colonial  forces  at  the  on- 
set of  the  war,  and  Lawrence  was 
killed  in  action  in  1779. 

Wilson  was  not  a wealthy  farmer,  by 
any  measure,  and  shortly  after  his 
children  had  reached  their  teens, 
his  wife  died.  He  soon  felt  the 


need  to  marry  again,  while  struggl- 
ing to  remain  just  above  the  line 
of  poverty. 

Elizabeth 

Elizabeth  was  sixteen  and  very 
beautiful.  As  an  escape,  she  be- 
came engrossed  in  the  teachings  of 
Elder  Fleeson,  an  itinerant  Baptist 
evangelist,  who  was  avidly  trying 
to  establish  his  religious  beliefs 
in  that  area. 

At  this  time,  the  British  expedi- 
tionary forces,  under  General  Will- 
iam Howe,  had  defeated  Washington's 
ragtag  regulars  and  militia  at  Bran- 
dywine, then  massacred  Anthony 
Wayne's  forces  at  Paoli,  and  pushed 
on  through  Germantown  to  take  con- 
trol of  Philadelphia. 

Dark  Days  for  Colonists 

Farmer  Wilson  was  overjoyed,  pre- 
dicting a new  day  for  the  Colonies, 
with  "the  crown  restored  to  its 
rightful  place."  At  that  time,  he 
had  a relative  who  operated  the  Ind- 
ian Queen  Inn*  in  Philadelphia,  on 
Fourth  Street,  and  he  decided  to 
send  his  daughter,  Elizabeth,  to 
visit  there. 

(Continued  on  page  25) 

* Note:  According  to  Kelley  in  his 
"Life  and  Times  in  Colonial  Phil- 
adelphia," the  "Indian  Queen"  on 
Fourth  Street,  ranked  far  above 
the  great  number  of  taverns  that 
existed  at  the  time.  It  numbered 
among  its  patrons  both  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  George  Washington. 
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NEW  LOCATION  FOR 
OCTOBER  MANA  SHOW 

The  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic 
Assn,  will  hold  its  fall;  1994 
convention  at  the  Holiday  Inn/ 
Columbia/  Maryland  - on  October 
7,  8/  9/  1994. 

About  midway  between  Baltimore 
and  Washington/  D.C./  it's  located 
off  1-95  and  just  20  minutes 
from  the  BWI  Airport. 

General  Chm.  is  Jack  Pryor.  The 
Bourse  Chm.  is  Paul  Finck  - (301) 
252-2882. 


New  Pick  edition  shows 
skyrocketing  prices 
for  world  paper 

Skyrocketing  prices  for  scarce  and 
popular  world  paper  money  are  re- 
flected in  the  newly-released  7th 
edition  of  the  Standard  Catalog  of 
World  Paper  Money  (Volume  Two/  Gen- 
eral Issues)  by  Albert  Pick. 

The  1/ 280-page  hard-cover  volume 
(8V  X 11")  - up  144  pages  from  the 
6th  edition  - covers  all  legal- 
tender  issues  of  national  govern- 
ments from  the  18th,  19th,  and  20th 
centuries.  More  than  22,000  notes 
from  280  issuing  authorities  are 
listed .. .with  over  10,000  photos. 

Each  note  is  valued  in  3 grades  of 
condition . 

Among  some  of  the  dramatic  increases: 

A 5-shilling  Bank  of  England  emer- 
gency World  War  II  issue  (Pick  #122) 
in  very  fine  condition  jumped  from 
$500  (in  6th  edition)  to  $2,250. 

An  1889  50-franc  of  France  (#15a) 
jumped  from  $150  to  $750  in  very  fine. 

A 1958  10,000-yen  of  Japan  (#97a) 
jumped  from  $95  to  $200  in  unc. 

A Series  1880  U.S.  $1  legal-tender 
note  (#176b)  jumped  from  $600  to 
$1,500  in  uncirculated. 

Editors  Neil  Shafer  and  Colin  Bruce 
say  a thorough  revision  of  market 
valuations  in  this  new  edition  re- 
sulted from  a growing  demand  for 
world  paper  money  among  collectors. 

World  politics  in  recent  years  has 
also  brought  many  changes  in  the 
book.  Over  100  new  notes  frm  Estonia, 
Latvia,  Lithuania,  Moldova /Azerbai- 
jan, Belarus,  Bosnia-Herzegoniva , the 
Ukraine,  etc.  are  listed. 

'k'k-k'k'k-k'k'k'k’k'k 
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It  was  an  exciting  time  for  the  Loy- 
alists/ as  the  city  was  filled  with 
handsomely-attired  soldiers  and  the 
city  usually  rocked  with  gaiety  and 
par t ies . . . wh i le  General  Washington 
and  his  men  shivered  and  starved  at 
Valley  Forge. 

Elizabeth  was  thrilled  with  the 
splendor  of  Philadelphia.  She  met 
a handsome  officer  (whose  political 
allegiance  was  unclear  at  this  time) 
— a meeting  which  may  have  been 
overwhelming/  and  was  destined  to 
have  a tragic  effect  on  her  life. 

She  returned  home/  and  after  the 
War  for  Independence  was  over/  this 
remarkably  beautiful  woman  in  her 
twenties  persuaded  her  father  to 
allow  her  to  return  to  Philadelphia 
--  where  she  would  seek  a position 
at  the  Indian  Queen  Inn.  She  was 
immediately  received  there  as  one 
of  the  family,  and  performed  var- 
ious duties  at  the  inn.  The  young 
former  soldier  was  a boarder  at  the 
inn,  and  the  two  were  soon  quite 
fond  of  each  other.  In  the  minds 
of  her  relatives  and  parents,  they 
were  linked  as  a couple  who  would 
soon  be  married. 

Elizabeth  became  pregnant.  Then, 
the  young  man  (whose  name  was  not 
given  in  the  old  accounts)  left  her, 
ostensibly  on  business.  As  the 
pregnant  and  abandoned  girl's  con- 
dition progressed,  she  became  an 
embarrassment  to  her  relatives  and 
was  asked  to  return  home.  As  her 
ninth  month  approached,  she  learned 
of  an  East  Bradford  neighbor  who 
was  in  town,  and  begged  him  for  a 
ride  home.  He  agreed,  and  they 
left  on  the  thirty-mile  journey. 

A Hard  Journey 

The  farm  wagon  plunged  into  the 
deeply-rutted  dirt  road  as  it  slow- 
ly moved  westward,  exhausting  Eliz- 
abeth with  painful  distress  and  the 
onset  of  labor.  She  arrived  at  the 
foot  of  the  steep  hill  leading  to 
her  home,  and  moaned  with  pain  as 


climbed  to  the  house. 

Her  weak  raps  on  the  door  were  not 
heard  in  the  dead  of  night,  and  she 
sank  to  the  ground.  The  sounds  of 
her  despair  finally  roused  her  fath- 
er, who  raised  a window  and  called 
out,  "Who  is  there?" 

"A  poor,  sick  woman,"  she  replied. 

He  opened  the  door,  not  at  first 
realizing  that  it  was  his  daughter. 
3efore  dawn,  Elizabeth  gave  birth 
to  twin  boys. 

In  the  strictness  of  those  times, 
the  cure  for  birthing  out  of  wedlock 
was  an  immediate  marriage.  Eliza- 
beth's disgrace  caused  untold  tur- 
moil to  the  Wilson  family  and,  of 
course,  discomfort  to  Elizabeth. 

Brother  William 

Elizabeth's  brother,  William,  the 
only  son  and  primary  laborer  on  the 
farm,  had  argued  with  his  father  be- 
fore Elizabeth's  return.  He  had  then 
left  home,  unaware  of  the  family's 
problems.  And  Farmer  Wilson ' s youth- 
ful second  wife  was  overwhelmed  by 
the  family  strife  as  well  as  her  own 
burden  of  work. 

As  soon  as  Elizabeth  was  able  to 
travel,  she  left  her  baby  boys  with 
her  young  step-mother  and  set  out 
for  Philadelphia  — to  search  for 
their  father  and  persuade  him  to 
marry  her.  She  did  find  him,  and 
was  pleased  that  he  seemed  most  ag- 
reeable to  the  idea.  He  offered  to 
meet  her  in  Newtown  Square  on  the 
next  Sunday,  where  they  would  marry. 
He,  of  course,  wanted  to  see  his 
sons,  and  asked  that  she  bring  them 
with  her.  Delighted  that  all  had 
gone  so  well,  she  agreed,  and  mounted 
her  horse  to  return  home  with  her 
wonderful  news  --  news  that  was, 
however,  imparted  only  to  her  step- 
mother. 

Return  to  the  Big  City 

On  a Sunday,  while  her  parents  were 
at  church,  she  dressed  herself  and 
the  boys  and  headed  for  Newtown  Square. 
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On  that  day,  she  was  last  seen  by  the 
neighbor  who  gave  her  and  the  babies 
a lift  in  his  wagon.  Later,  he  re- 
lated that  she  had  asked  to  dismount 
at  a large  rock  near  the  Cope  prop- 
erty, and  was  seen  nursing  her  babies. 

Nothing  was  heard  of  her  for  more 
than  a week,  when  she  arrived  at 
the  Indian  Queen  Inn  in  Philadelphia, 
late  one  day.  The  children  were  not 
with  her.  She  was  haggard,  dirty 
and  raving  "as  one  who  was  out  of 
her  mind . " 

A Shocking  Discovery 

About  a week  later,  several  hunters 
were  in  a field  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Edgemont  Great  Road  (now  Route 
352,  near  Street  Road,  now  Route  926). 
Their  dogs  discovered  a shallow  grave 
containing  the  two  boys.  Their  lit- 
tle chests  had  been  crushed,  and  they 
had  obviously  been  murdered. 

Their  little  bodies  were  taken  to 
the  Wilson  home,  as  Farmer  Wilson 
had  reported  them  missing.  He  iden- 
tified them  by  their  clothing,  con- 
firming that  they  were  Elizabeth's 
children . 

A coroner's  jury  was  quickly  empan- 
eled and  the  absent  mother  was  then 
charged  with  the  murder.  Elizabeth 
was  soon  found  and  arrested,  then 
jailed  in  the  old  Chester  jair  on 
the  Delaware  River.  When  taken 
into  custody,  she  refused  to  defend 
herself  or  even  give  any  explana- 
tion, simply  weeping  and  appealing 
to  heaven  for  mercy. 


Guilty... or  Innocent? 
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Despite  long  hours  of  pleading  and 
consultations  with  her  lawyer,  Eliz- 
abeth failed  to  give  any  explana- 
tion...or,  in  fact,  anything  that 
could  be  used  in  her  defense.  The 
counsel  did  admit  to  ar  air  of  mys- 
tery concerning  the  case,  and  he 
thought  the  ends  of  justice  would 
be  better  served  if  the  case  was 
held  over  to  the  next  court  term. 

To  proceed  with  the  case  under  the 
present  circumstances  would  undoubt- 
edly lead  to  a conviction,  so  Judge 
Atlee  ordered  the  trial  held  over. 

During  the  interval,  great  efforts 
were  made  to  obtain  some  explanation 
from  Elizabeth,  but  all  to  no  avail. 
Clearly,  she  would  go  to  trial  with 
no  defense. 

Word  of  the  strange  case  of  Eliza- 
beth Wilson  soon  traveled  through- 
out the  community,  and  by  the  trial 
date  there  was  much  sympathy  for  the 
girl,  not  only  among  the  onlookers 
but  also  the  officers  of  the  court. 

The  Verdict 

The  evidence  seemed  overwhelming, 
and  the  verdict  was  guilty  of  the 
crimes  for  which  she  was  indicted. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  plea  by 
the  counsel  for  thedefense,  Attorney 
General  Bradford  refused  to  marshal 
any  evidence  for  the  government. 

As  Judge  Atlee  charged  the  jury,  he 
made  one  last  attempt  to  get  an  ex- 
planation from  Elizabeth  — to  make 
some  declaration  considering  the 
terrible  situation  in  which  she  was 
situated.  All  she  would  do  was  to 
shake  her  head  and  mutter,  "I  cannot! 
Jesus,  have  mercy  on  me." 

Amazingly,  although  no  testimony 
had  been  offered  by  the  defense,  the 
jury  took  several  hours  del iberat ing 
before  returning  to  the  courtroom. 

The  foreman  of  the  jury  was  asked 
for  the  verdict,  and  in  the  tense  sil- 
ence, only  those  very  close  to  him 
could  hear  him  whisper,  "Guilty." 

There  was  no  report  of  an  outcry. 

(Continued  on  page  28) 
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MONEY  TALKS:  The  Numismatic  Radio  Show 


MONEY  TALKS  is  a one-minute  radio 
spot  produced  by  the  American  Num- 
ismatic Assn,  in  Colorado  Springs. 

The  spots  run  daily,  each  covering 
a different  topic  relating  to  coins , 
medals,  tokens  or  paper  money  of 
the  U.S.  and  the  world.  The  show 
began  in  October,  1992  and  is  al- 
ready playing  on  98  stations  across 
the  U.S. 

If  you'd  like  to  hear  the  show  on 
your  local  airwaves,  write  to  your 
public  broadcasting  station  and  re- 
quest MONEY  TALKS.  It's  provided 
free  of  charge.  For  information, 
contact  James  Taylor,  Education  Di- 
rector, Amer.  Numis.  Assn.  , 818  North 
Cascade  Av. , Colo.  Springs,  CO 
80903.  (phone  (719)632-2646) 

Here's  a sample  ( from  May  6 , 1994): 

KENTUCKY  DERBY  DAY 
by  Kerry  Wetterstrom 

"And  coming  into  the  final  stretch, 
it's  Golden  Touch  and  Silver  Spoon, 
neck  and  neck. . .Golden  Touch  starts 
to  pull  away--but  wai t ...  coming 
from  nowhere,  it's  Bronze  Baby  to 
edge  them  both  by  a nose!" 

This  is  "A-N-A's  Money  Talks,"  and 
since  tomorrow  is  the  running  of 
the  Kentucky  Derby,  we're  going  to 
talk  about  the  "Sport  of  Kings," 
and  its  long  history — dating  back 
to  ancient  times,  and  ancient  coins. 

One  of  the  famous  kings  of  the  an- 
cient world  was  Philip  II  of  Macedon. 
He  issued  an  extensive  series  of 
silver  coins  commemorating  his 
horse  ' s victory  at  the  Olympic  Games 
of  356  B.C.  This  also  happened  to 
be  the  year  hisson,  Alexander  the 
Great,  was  born.  On  the  back  of 
this  coin  you'll  see  a jockey  riding 
his  horse  and  holding  a palm  branch, 
a symbol  of  victory,  over  the  horse's 
head.  The  reverse  side  of  the  coin 
shows  the  head  of  the  Olympian  god, 
Zeus — another  apparent  reference  to 


Philip's  sporting  victories. 

Another  series  of  coins  depicting 
a winning  horse  with  its  jockey  was 
issued  by  the  ancient  Italian  city 
of  Taranto.  One  of  the  best  known 
coins  in  this  series  is  a silver  coin 
issued  around  340  B.C.  The  front 
side  of  the  coin  shows  a young  jock- 
eycrowning his  horse  with  a palm 
branch,  while  a groom  kneels  before 
them  to  remove  a stone  from  the  horse's 
hoof.  We  don't  know  if  this  coin  com- 
memorates a specific  victory,  or  just 
the  general  pride  the  people  of  Ta- 
ranto took  in  horse  racing. 


More  coins  featuring  a jockey  and 
horse  were  produced  in  ancient  Cilic- 
ia— part  of  modern-day  Turkey.  One 
of  their  coins  shows  a jockey  with 
his  whip  in  hand,  as  he  gets  ready 
to  dismount  from  his  horse. 


So  tomorrow,  as  you  cheer  on  your 
favorite  horse,  whether  it's  a long 
shot  or  the  favorite — remember  the 
long  and  honored  past  of  this  "Sport 
of  Kings."  And  get  your  palm  branch 
ready  for  the  victor! 


This  has  been  "MONEY  TALKS."  Today's 
program  was  written  by  Kerry  Wetter- 
strom and  underwritten  by  members 
of  the  Professional  Numismatists 
Guild,  whose  motto  is  "Knowledge, 
Integrity,  Responsibility." 

For  a transcript  and  a free  ancient 
Egyptian  coin,  be  the  first  to  call 
1-800-367-9723  with  your  local  sta- 
tion's call  letters.  Request  pro- 
gram 415. 


* * 


****** 


* * * 


Yes,  that's  PAN  member  Kerry  Wetter- 
strom who  authored  the  above.  (Also, 
see  him  featured  on  page  17.)  We'll 
try  to  include  another  MONEY  TALKS  — 
by  another  PAN  member  --  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  CLARION. 
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The  judge  then  pronounced  the  sen- 
tence: "Hanging  by  the  neck  until 

dead,  and  may  God  have  mercy  on 
your  soul."  The  day  of  execution 
was  set  for  Wednesday,  December  7, 
1785. 

Elizabeth  was  left  with  scarcely  a 
friend  in  the  world.  Her  father  and 
step-mother  had  deserted  her.  Elder 
Fleeson  and  the  Rector  of  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  Church  visited  her  daily, 
and  reported  her  only  request  was 
that  her  brother  William  be  summoned. 

Where  Was  William? 

This  request  was  a problem,  since 
her  parents  had  deserted  her  and 
communications  were  virtually  non- 
existent. How  could  he  be  reached? 


Then,  another  link  in  this  strange 
case  occurred  just  one  week  before 
the  scheduled  execution.  William, 
who  was  working  in  the  fields  in 
Lancaster  County,  suddenly  dropped 
his  scythe  and  went  to  his  employer, 
saying  he  had  to  leave  immediately 
and  return  home  to  Chester  County. 
Attempts  to  dissuade  him  were  un- 
successful. William  was  adament, 
stating  only,  "I  don't  know  why,  but 
I must  go  and  find  out." 

When  he  arrived  home,  his  father 
tried  to  prevent  him  from  going  to 
his  sister,  who  had  brought  such 
great  sorrow  upon  the  Wilson  home. 
William  reached  Chester  on  December 
3,  hardly  two  days  before  the  sched- 
uled execution  but,  as  if  God  had 
answered  her  prayers,  William  was 
admitted  to  the  prison  and  held  her 
in  his  arms.  It  was  then  that  Eliz- 
abeth said  she  had  something  to  tell 
him  in  private. 

William  wisely  said  that  if  it  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  crime,  he 
would  insist  that  it  be  said  in  the 
presence  of  two  witnesses,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  clergyman  who  was  pres- 
ent with  them.  Reluctantly,  she 
agreed . 


Court  was  in  session,  and  he  was 


able  to  persuade  Judge  Atlee,  Attor- 
ney General  Bradford,  and  Sheriff 
Gibbons,  as  well  as  Elizabeth's  coun- 
sel, to  enter  the  tiny  cell. 

Confession 

William  again  had  to  plead  with  his 
sister  to  tell  exactly  what  had  oc- 
curred. Through  her  tears,  she  made 
a full  confession  of  what  had  hap- 
pened on  that  autumn  Sunday  afternoon. 

When  Elizabeth  had  reached  Philadel- 
phia and  met  the  father  of  her  twins, 
he  was  pleasant  and  affectionate.  He 
had  suggested  the  meeting  in  Newtown 
Square  the  following  Sunday,  when 
they  would  marry.  When  she  met  her 
lover,  it  was  several  miles  beyond 
the  rock  where  she  was  observed  nur- 
sing the  babies.  He  dismounted,  and 
asked  Elizabeth  to  walk  with  him  to 
a dense  patch  of  woods  where  they 
would  not  be  observed.  Throughout 
the  description  of  these  events,  she 
would  burst  into  tears  and  self- 
recriminations. She  continued,  saying 
she  had  stopped  to  rest  on  a fallen 
tree  with  the  babies,  when  the  man 
asked  to  hold  one  of  the  twins  to 
see  if  it  resembled  him.  He  studied 
the  child.  Then,  he  suddenly  placed 
the  baby  on  the  ground  beside  him 
and  snatched  the  other  child  from 
Elizabeth's  arms. 

He  then  demanded  that  El i zabeth  ki  1 1 
her  children.  She,  of  course,  refused. 
She  was  terrified  by  his  roughness 
to  the  babies  and  his  change  of  atti- 
tude. She  dropped  to  her  knees,  beg- 
ging him  to  leave  them  unharmed,  prom- 
ising that  if  he  would  leave,  she 
would  never  bother  him  again  and 
would  raise  the  chi ldren  herself. 

The  man  raised  his  pistol,  aimed  it 
at  her,  and  reviled  her  for  being  a 
fallen  woman,  saying  he  would  show  no 
mercy  to  her  or  her  offspring.  Then, 
holding  her  at  gunpoint,  he  suddenly 
crushed  the  chests  of  each  baby  with 
his  huge  cavalry  boot.  Then,  he  made 
her  swear  "upon  her  soul's  everlast- 
ing welfare"  that  she  would  never 


-28- 


tell  what  had  happened  or  mention 
his  name.  She  was  to  tell  anyone  in- 
quiring about  the  children  that  they 
were  taken  to  New  Jersey  to  be  nursed 
and  reared.  As  Elizabeth  finished 
her  remarkable  story/  she  declared 
"to  the  truth  of  this  statement  I 
appeal  to  the  searcher  of  all  hearts/ 
before  whose  dreadful  tribunal  I am 
to  appear  the  day  after  tomorrow." 

Her  declaration  was  put  into  writ- 
ing, and  she  swore  to  its  truth.  The 
names  of  all  present  were  attached, 
attesting  that  they  were  witnesses 
to  the  confession. 

A Stay  of  Execution 

William  Wilson  was  deputized  to  take 
the  document  to  Philadelphia  immedi- 
ately. The  night  was  dark  and  cold, 
but  he  must  obtain  a stay  of  execu- 
tion from  the  executive  council. 

The  Pa.  Colonial  Record  (Vol.XIV, 
page  591)  states:  "The  petition  of 
William  Wilson,  brother  to  Elizabeth 
Wilson,  now  confined  to  jair  in  Ches- 
ter, under  sentence  of  death,  accom- 
panied by  a confession  of  the  said 
Elizabeth  was  read,  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  circumstances  stated, 
herein  it  is  ordered  that  the  war- 
rant issued  bythe  board  on  Wednesday, 
the  seventh  instant,  be  revoked,  and 
thatanother  issued,  directing  her  ex- 
ecution on  the  third  day  of  January, 
1786.  " 

Now  that  there  was  time  for  further 
evidence,  William  went  to  West  Jer- 
sey and  succeeded  in  finding  the 
murderer,  but  the  man  denied  being 
in  Philadelphia  during  the  previous 
two  years,  nor  even  knowing  an  Eliz- 
abeth Wilson.  William  returned  to 
Philadelphia  and,  with  the  aid  of  his 
sister,  was  able  to  find  witnesses 
who  could  swear  the  man  had  been  in 
Philadelphia  and  was  a close  friend 
of  the  accused.  William  gathered 
more  valuable  information  to  exoner- 
ate his  sister,  but  fate  again  in- 
tervened. William  became  seriously 
ill,  and  a fever  made  him  unaware 


of  the  passage  of  several  days. When 
he  recovered,  to  his  horror  he  real- 
ized his  sister's  execution  was  to 
occur  the  next  day.  Although  weak 
and  disheartened,  he  left  Chester  for 
Phi ladelphia  in  a tumultous  rainstorm. 

He  must  obtain  a second  stay  of  ex- 
ecution! He  was  directed  to  the 
President  of  the  Executive  Council, 

Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  pounded 
on  the  door.  Again  he  was  delayed, 
in  spite  of  his  entreaties.  It  was 
some  time  before  he  was  able  to 
speak  to  Franklin,  who  was  the  last 
to  leave  the  council  meeting.  But 
when  the  story  was  told,  Franklin 
immediately  wrote,  "Do  not  execute 
Wilson  until  you  hear  further  from 
the  council."  It  was  directed  to 
the  Sheriff,  and  William  well  knew 
that  the  board  intended  to  grant  a 
further  respite. 

No  Time  to  Lose 

William  started  immediately  for 
Chester  through  the  howling  storm. 

As  he  reached  the  middle  ferry  at 
the  Schuylkill,  he  could  not  persuade 
the  ferry  man  to  venture  across. 

There  being  no  bridge,  he  was  delay- 
ed until  daylight  on  the  day  of  the 
execution.  Still,  the  ferry  man  re- 
fused, as  the  river  was  swollen  and 
treacherous.  All  entreaties  failing, 
William  fastened  the  note  in  his  hat, 
secured  his  hat  with  a kerchief  un- 
der his  chin,  and  forced  his  reluctant 
horse  into  the  river. 

The  swift  current  pushed  them  down- 
stream, as  the  horse  struggled  and 
they  were  battered  by  chunks  of  ice 
and  timber.  Within  sight  of  the 
shore,  his  horse  floundered  and  then 
drowned,  leaving  William  to  fight  the 
current  for  his  very  life. 

Two  miles  further  down  the  river, 
William  reached  the  shore  exhausted 
while  onlookers  helped  him  to  find 
another  horse.  Time  was  running  out, 
and  even  the  whip  and  spur  helped 
but  little  on  the  muddy  highway. 

In  the  meantime,  back  at  Chester,  no 
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no  reprieve  had  been  presented  and 
the  Sheriff  made  preparations  to 
carry  out  the  order  of  execution. 

His  actions  were  slow  and  deliber- 
ate, for  public  opinion  - and  that 
of  the  officials  - was  with  the 
accused . 

Anticipating  a stay  of  execution, 
the  Sheriff  stationed  a number  of 
his  deputies  along  the  highway, 
equipped  with  white  flags.  Should 
Wilson  be  sighted,  the  signal  would 
be  passed,  delaying  the  execution. 

The  letter  of  the  law  was  inexorable, 
however,  and  as  the  execution  was 
set  for  noon,  Elizabeth,  weeping  and 
praying,  was  taken  from  her  cell  and 
placed  in  a cart  taking  her  to  the 
gallows.  Her  hands  were  tied  but 
she  was  permitted  to  sit  on  the  wag- 
on seat  with  her  spiritual  advisor, 
Elder  Fleeson.  Accompanied  by  a 
large  crowd,  the  solemn  cortege  wound 
its  way  up  Edgemont  Great  Road  (now 
Edgemont  Ave . ) to  its  intersection 
with  Providence  Road  to  the  "hanging 
lot."  There,  a cherry  tree  stood 
with  one  branch  extending  almost 
horizontally  from  the  trunk.  The 
same  tree  where  Chester  County's 
infamous  "Robin  Hoodlum"  James  Fitz- 
patrick (also  called  "Sandy  Flash") 
had  been  hanged  seven  years  before. 

When  the  cart  arrived  at  the  tree, 
still  no  white  flags  waved,  and  a 
rope  was  placed  about  the  neck  of 
Elizabeth  Wilson. 

In  the  presence  of  the  onlookers 
and  officials,  she  declared  in  a 
strong  voice  that  her  statement  was 
true  in  every  particular,  that  she 
had  not  murdered  her  children,  and 
prayed  God  to  forgive  her  sins.  The 
cart  pulled  away  and  she  swung  from 
the  cart  into  the  air.  Many  were  so 
anxious  and  scanning  the  highway  for 
a flash  of  the  white  flag  that  they 
missed  her  death.  A silence  hung 
over  the  crowd. 

The  White  Flag 

The  crowd  spoke  only  in  whispers  for 
fifteen  minutes ...  when  off  in  the 
distance  the  first  sight  of  a white 
flag  was  seen. 


Soon,  a haggard,  mud-spattered  rider , 
beating  an  exhausted  horse,  was  seen. 
William  shouted  and  waved  a paper 
above  his  head.  Meanwhile,  the  Sher- 
iff cut  the  rope,  and  Elizabeth's 
limp  body  was  lowered  to  the  ground. 

As  William  reached  the  hill,  crying 
in  a hoarse  voice,  "a  reprieve,  a 
reprieve,"  his  horse  collapsed, 
throwing  him  under  the  tree  from 
which  Elizabeth  had  been  hanging 
only  moments  before.  He  had  arrived 
twenty-three  minutes  too  late.  Eliz- 
abeth had  died  without  a struggle . 

Knocked  unconscious  as  he  fell,  it 
was  several  minutes  later  that  he 
revived.  Folklore  maintains  that  the 
spectators  saw  "a  man's  face  lined 
with  age  and  his  dark  locks  of  youth 
had  turned  to  snowy  whiteness." 

His  endeavors  in  vain,  he  withdrew  in 
solitude  and  slowly  regained  strength. 
Months  later,  he  returned  to  his  fath- 
er's farm  and  made  his  living  farm- 
ing and  fashioning  grindstones. 

In  1787,  he  married  Jane  McFall, whose 
three  brothers  fought  for  independ- 
ence. On  the  21st  of  May,  1788,  a 
daughter  was  born,  named  Eli zabe th . 

She  matured  and  was  as  sweet  and 
beautiful  as  the  aunt  for  whom  she 
was  named.  She  later  married  a neigh- 
bor, Henry  Crowley,  whose  father  had 
fought  with  Anthony  Wayne  from  the 
onset  of  the  war  until  its  conclusion. 
Henry  and  his  wife  were  blessed  with 
a daughter,  whom  they  named  Jane 
Elizabeth  Crowley.  She  married  Rich- 
ard Torpin  in  West  Bradford  on  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1835.  They  became  parents 
of  10  children,  and  named  their 
first  daughter  El i zabeth . 

Surprises  always  exist  when  one  stud- 
ies the  past.  Thetragic  early  life 
of  Will iam  Wilson  and  his  attempt  to 
save  his  sister,  Elizabeth,  is  an 
interesting  story  of  the  18th  cen- 
tury in  itself.  Far  more  interesting 
to  me,  however  is  that  the  man, 

William  Wilson  was  my  Great,  Great, 
Great,  Great  Grandfather- 

Nelson  Page  Aspen,  Sr. 

West  Chester  in  the 
County  of  Chester,  PA. 
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MS-65 

“Your  Choice”  / - c- 
MERCURY  ( 

DIME  SPECIAL  V 

Fully  brilliant,  choice  ^ 

original  gems.  Some  with 
partial  bands.  Nice! 

1 coin $18.00 

3 coins  for $52.50 

5 coins  for $85.00 

10  coins  for $160.00 

Pick  from  the  following  dates: 

1934- P  1939-D  I94I-S  1943-S 

1935- P  1940-P  1942-P  1944-P 

1936- P  1940-D  1942-D  1944-D 

1936- S  1940-S  1942-S  1944-S 

1937- P  1941-P  1943-P  1945-P 

1938- P  1941  -D  1943-D  1945-D 

1939- P 

Please  list  second  choices  to  achieve 
quantity  discount  rate. 

AU/BU  1941-1945  PDS 
SHORT  SET  MERCURY  DIMES 

Brilliant,  lustrous  coins;  a few  partial  bands. 
Housed  in  a custom  Capital  Plastics  holder. 

$50.00 

or  2 for  $90.00 

SHORT  SET  CHOICE/GEM 
BU  FRANKLIN  HALVES 

1955-1963-PD  in  custom  Dansco  album. 
Nice  starter  set  for  any  collector! 
Lustrous,  bright  coins. 

$79.00 


TERMS  OF  SALE; 

1 Payment  terms  U S Post  Office  and  American  Express  money  orders 
shipped  immediately  AU  OTHER  CHECKS  MUST  CLEAR  THREE  WEEKS 

2 We  accept  MasterCard  and  VISA  We  need  the  issuing  bank,  bank  s city  and 
state,  card  number,  expiration  date  No  credit  cards  on  $20  gold  pcs 

3 PA  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 

4 Postage  and  handling  fees  $3  00  if  order  is  less  than  $100.  $5  00  if  order  is 
over  $100.  orders  over  $500  shipped  Post  Paid 

5 Guarantee  All  items  guaranteed  genuine  All  returns  must  be  by  mail  All 
returns  must  be  postmarked  within  fifteen  ( 1 5)  days  of  receipt  All  returns  of 
PCGS.  NGC.  ANACS  certified  coins  must  be  postmarked  within  five  (5)  days 
of  receipt  Any  attempted  alterations  or  exemptions  of  above  policy  are  null 
and  void  Most  items  can  be  relumed  for  any  reason  including  grading  No 
return  on  bullion  related  items  Modern  mint  items  (such  as  SOL  0LY.  Proof 
sets,  etc  ) are  EXCHANGE  ONLY  Grading  15  years  experience  No  warranty 
expressed  or  implied  is  made  with  respect  to  descriptions  which  can  and  do 
vary  among  grading  experis  Please  do  compare  our  quality  with  coins  you 
purchase  elsewhere  Let  us  know  if  you  can  find  comparable  quality  for  less1 

6 All  returns  must  be  in  original  holders,  unopened  and  undamaged 


MS-63 

“Your  Choice” 

WALKING 
LIBERTY 
HALF  SPECIAL 

All  coins  brilliant, 
nicely  struck  for  the 
date  and  mintmark.  And 
the  price  can’t  be  beat! 

3 coins  for  $75.00 

Pick  from  the  following  dates: 

1940- P  1942-P  1944-P  1946-P 

1941- P  1943-P  1945-P 

3 coins  for  $99.00 
5 coins  for  $155.00 

Pick  from  the  following  dates: 

1935- P  1940-S  1944-D 

1936- P  1941-D  1944-S 

1937- P  1942-S  1945-D 

1939-P  1943-S  1945-S 

1939-D 

Please  list  second  choices  in  case  of 
temporary  inventory  shortage. 


1946-D 

1946- S 

1947- P 
1947-D 


MS-63  “YOUR  CHOICE”  MORGAN 
SILVER  DOLLAR  SPECIAL 

All  coins  brilliant.  Nice  eye-appeal;  creamy. 
3 coins  for  $69.00 
5 coins  for  $110.00 

10  coins  for  $210.00 
Pick  from  the  following  dates: 


1879-S 

1884-P 

1888-0 

1900-P 

1880-S 

1884-0 

1889-P 

1900-0 

1881-S 

1885-P 

1896-P 

1901-0 

1882-P 

1885-0 

1897-P 

1902-0 

1882-0 

1886-P 

1898-P 

1904-0 

1882-S 

1887-P 

1898-0 

192 1 -D 

1883-P 

1888-P 

1899-0 

1921-S 

1883-0 

Please  list  2nd  choices  for  quantity  discount. 


“GET  THESE 

PEACE  DOLLARS  OUT  OF 
MY  SAFE!”  SPECIAL 

We  are  quite  over-stocked  on  Peace  silver 
dollars  and  they  are  taking  up  too  much 
room  in  the  safe.  We  offer  you  two 
different  upper-end  sets  for  your 
collection.  Take  advantage  of  this  price 
now! 

Complete  24coin  1921-1935-PDS  Peace 
Silver  Dollar  set  grading  full  Very  Fine  to 
Uncirculated.  Each  set  also  has  a full 
Borderline  Uncirculated  1928-P,  the  key 
date  of  the  series!  Housed  in  a custom 
Dansco  album.  Sure  to  please. 


$345.00 


Choice  AU/BU  set  24  coins 
1921-1935-PDS  Peace  Silver  Dollars 
except  the  1934-S  which  grades  Extremely 
Fine.  Super  matched  set.  Beautiful  nicely 
struck  coins.  Housed  in  a custom  Dansco 
album. 


$700.00 


John  Paul  Sarosi,  Inc. 

P.O.  BOX  729  A 1 \()V>  MARKET  STREET  JOHNSTOWN,  PA  1 5907 


SEND  FOR 
FREE 
CATALOG 


A 

ANACS 


rea 


cw\ 

1 caAinsc 
sin  v ict 


NUMISMATK 
GUARANTY 
CORPORATION 
Of  AMfRKLA 


Kathy  Sarosi 
LM  ANA  3178 

John  Paul  Sarosi 
LM  ANA  2505 


STORE  HOURS 
Mon-Fri  9 AM  - 5 PM 
Thurs.  9 AM  - 8 PM 


Toll  Free  Order  Line: 

(800)  334-1163 
(814)  535-5766 
FAX  (814)  535-2978 


We  are  BUYING 


U.S.  Gold  Coins 

★ U.S.  Proof  gold  coins  all  dates. 

★ Rare  date  circulated  gold  coins 

★ All  U.S.  gold,  especially  high 
quality  pieces 


U.S.  Silver  Coins 

★ All  proof  sets  1831-1989 

★ All  U.S.  Bust  coinage 

★ U.S.  Commemorative  coins 

★ Walking  liberty  halves,  silver 
dollars,  mercury  dimes,  etc. 
Original  rolls  or  single  specimens 

★ All  sets  or  part  collections 


Foreign  Coins 

★ Choice  uncirculated  world  gold 
prior  to  1933 

★ World  crown  prior  to  1900  in 
choice  condition 

★ Oriental  gold  coins 

★ Quality  Canadian  gold 

★ All  modern  foreign  gold 


The  above  is  but  a brief  listing  of  our  needs.  If  you  have  coins  you  wish  to  sell . . . call  for  an 
appointment.  We  will  appraise  your  coins  by  todays  market  values.  Prices  offered  depend  on  the 
type  of  coin,  rarity  and  condition  of  the  coin.  We  urgently  need  single  coins,  complete  sets,  entire 
collections.  We’ll  gladly  meet  with  you  in  our  office,  your  bank  or  attorney’s  office. 

Call  299-1211  for  an  appointment 

STFJNMEI 
COINS 

350  Centerville  Rd.  — Lancaster,  PA 


Appraisers  for 
banks,  attorneys, 
trusts  & estates 


Member  of 
PCGS  — ANA 
and  NGCA 


